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Everything in its Place: A Story of Books and Belonging by Pauline David-Sax

Pub Date: Jul 19, 2022
. Everything/.

gy o0 Nicky is a shy girl who feels most at home in the safe space of her school

library, but the library closes for a week and Nicky is forced to face her social
anxiety. When she meets a group of unique, diverse, inspiring women at her
mother’s diner—members of a women’s motorcycle club—Nicky realizes that
being different doesn’t have to mean being alone, and that there’s a place for
everyone.

Book lovers of all ages will find inspiration in this beautiful love letter to
reading—and how words help us find empathy and connections with the
world around us.

My Best Friend by Julie Fogliano
Pub Date: Mar 3, 2020

Friendships are always new at first, with moments full of uncertainty and
potential.

On the opening endpapers, a bold illustration of a young girl with pale
skin and red hair gazes at readers, inviting them into a story that, like her
friendship, is just beginning. Turn the page and the perspective shifts, as
readers become bystanders to a budding interaction with a second girl,
also pale-skinned but with black hair and glasses. Simple, spare text that
shifts easily from first to second person weaves the tale of this dynamic
pair as they leap and swing through each other’s imaginations and
discover likes and dislikes, complexities, and nuances that make a
friendship solid. Their hug, at the emotional climax of the book, is
portrayed up close, surrounded by dynamic lines that evoke the energy
of the moment and juxtaposed with text that belies an inner uncertainty that can be common with
meeting new people. Though they don’t yet know each other’s names, still these girls are kindred spirits.
The closing illustration mirrors the opening one—the protagonist looking away from readers and toward
her new buddy as each girl leaves with her caregiver. Tamaki depicts the girls in soft, round lines

julie fogliano & jillian tamaki

rendered in red and green colored pencil, which evokes an emotional resonance through the artwork.



Adam and His Tuba by Ziga X Gombac

Pub Date: Feb 28, 2023

Everyone in the circus loves to perform - except for Adam, the youngest
member of the Von Trapeze family.

Wherever Adam Von Trapeze's family circus performs they inspire audiences
with their breathtaking feats. Grandma Antonia breathes fire, Uncle Artem
builds dizzying human pyramids, and Papa Alexei and Mama Anastasia dance
blindfolded on the tightrope.

Only Adam, the youngest of the family, doesn’t show an interest in circus tricks
and loud applause. The family is concerned. Where did they go wrong? But one
day they are enchanted by the sound of a tuba. And from that day forward, the

famous Von Trapeze family circus features a new performer—the one they never expected to be part of
the family tradition. And he was a star.

Hazel Hill is Gonna Win This One by Maggie Horne

Pub Date: Oct 18, 2022

MAGGIE HORNE

Seventh-grader Hazel Hill is too busy for friends. No, really. She needs to focus
on beating her nemesis, the gorgeous and smart Ella Quinn, in order to win the
school-wide speech competition after last year’s embarrassing
hyperbole/hyperbowl mishap that cost her first place. But when Hazel
discovers Ella is being harassed by popular golden boy, Tyler Harris, she has to
choose between winning and doing the right thing. No one would believe that
a nice boy like Tyler would harass and intimidate a nice girl like Ella, but Hazel
knows the truth—and she’s determined to prove it.

In this deeply relatable, surprisingly humorous, and wonderfully empowering
middle grade about friendship, finding your voice, and standing up for what
you believe in, sometimes you have to lose in order to win.

Julian at the Wedding by Jessica Love

Pub Date: Oct 6, 2020

Jessica Love

Julidn and his abuela are going to a wedding. Better yet, Julidn is in the
wedding. Weddings have flowers and kissing and dancing and cake. And this
wedding also has a new friend named Marisol. It’s not long before Julidn and
Marisol set off for some magic and mischief of their own, and when things
take an unexpected turn, the pair learns that everything is easier with a good
friend by your side. Jessica Love returns with a joyful story of friendship and
individuality in this radiant follow-up to Julidn Is a Mermaid.



Dewdrop by Kay O’Neill

Pub Date: Apr 7, 2020

Dewdrop is an easygoing, gentle axolotl who enjoys naps, worm pie,
and cheerleading. When the yearly sports fair nears, he and his
friends—Mia the weightlifting turtle, Newman the musical newt, and
three minnows who love to cook—get ready to showcase their skills to
the whole pond! However, as the day of the fair gets closer, Dewdrop's
friends can't help putting pressure on themselves to be the best. It's up
to Dewdrop to remind them how to be mindful, go at their own pace,
and find joy in their own achievements.

The Boy who Tried to Shrink his Name by Sandhya Parappukkaran

Pub Date: Jan 10, 2023

SHNDHTA PARAPPRKIRAN & WHELLE PERERA When Zimdalamashkermishkada starts at a new school, he knows he’ll have to

'YHE introduce himself to lots of new people. He trips over his long name and
decides to shrink it down to the shorter, simpler Zim. The nickname works fine

B \e\Ho for introductions, but deep down, it doesn’t feel right. It’s not until a new

) friend sees him for who he truly is that Zimdalamashkermishkada finds the
‘E confidence to step proudly into his long name.
The Boy Who Tried to Shrink His Name is a warm and uplifting story that

\-\\8 NA“E encourages young readers to celebrate their authentic selves, and proclaims
n that no one should ever have to shrink themselves to fit in.

Under the Same Sky by Britta Teckentrup
Pub Date: June 7, 2022

Explore the emotions, hopes, dreams, and activities that we all share in
this vibrant book, which features die-cut pages and a skillful weaving of
text and illustration.

Under the Same Sky
There are so many different kinds of people in the world, in so many
different places. But we all share the same emotions, hopes, and dreams,
and we all engage in the same activities to find joy in our lives. This
enchanting picture book, which features die-cut pages, explores the idea

| that we are all connected by a common thread, despite differences in who
; y we are and where we live. No matter where in the world people are, we

b Brlisa 're.‘k::.l.-..,. ‘ are all one under the same sky.




Elbert in the Air by Monica Wesolowska

Pub Date: Feb 21, 2023

MONICA WESOLOWSKA TEROME PUMPHREY
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Shortly after he is born, Elbert floats up into the air. Before long, his mother
must stand on her tip toes to reach him and toss toys into the air at playtime.
While everyone in town, from the school nurse to the mayor, is full of advice
for keeping her boy down, Elbert’s mother knows her son is meant to float.
And so, she lets him.

But as life becomes more and more difficult for a floating boy, and people
understand him less and less, Elbert has to make a decision: Stay bound to
the ground or float higher in the hopes of finding the world—and
community—he’s always wished for.

Long Goes to Dragon School by Helen Wu

Pub Date: March 21, 2023
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b It's the first day of Dragon School, where all the young dragons must

OL learn how to harness their fire breath. Today's lesson? Using it to

cook food! All the dragons are excited to test their powers.. ..

AR except Long.

Long is from the East and can only breathe out water. No matter
how hard he huffs and puffs, he isn't sure he can match his fire
breathing classmates. But will he be discovered? Or will Long find his
own unique path to cooking-and to fitting in?

By Helen H. Wu Illustrated by Mae Besom



